
May 4, 2025  Third Sunday of Easter 
 

 

 

 



WELCOMING OF GUESTS AND VISITORS 

GATHERING 

Prelude   

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 

P  Alleluia! Christ is Risen!  

C Christ is Risen, indeed! Alleluia! 

P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand and word 

we are given new life. You Servants of God 

C Amen! 

 

HYMN    You Servants of God     ELW 825 

 

THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Let us confess our sins, trusting that God will forgive us and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness 



Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Together we pray, 

C Faithful and just God, we confess that we are captive to doubt 

and fear, bound by the ways that lead to death.  We have not 

loved our sisters and brothers as you have first loved us.  

Forgive us, God of mercy.  Let your Holy Spirit work in us to 

change our lives and make us new, that we may know the 

abundant life given in Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  Amen. 

 

P This is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us and 

sent the Son to atone for our sins.  In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

because of Jesus we are forgiven.  Let the perfect love of God 

cast out fear, fill you with joy, and inspire you to live for others. 

C Amen. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE I KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVES   ELW 619 

 
THE GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Together we pray, 

C Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the 

saints we laud your majesty and might. By the resurrection of 

your Son, show yourself to us and inspire us to follow Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

WORD 

FIRST READING       Acts 9:1-6 [7-20] 
1 Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the 

Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the 

synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the 

Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now 

as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light 

from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a 

voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5 He 

asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you 

are persecuting. 6 But get up and enter the city, and you will be told 

what you are to do.” [7 The men who were traveling with him stood 

speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. 8 Saul got up 

from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; 

so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 For 

three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 

  10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord 

said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 
11 The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, 

and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this 

moment he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named 

Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his 

sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about 

this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; 
14 and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who 

invoke your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an 



instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and 

kings and before the people of Israel; 16 I myself will show him how 

much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias went and 

entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, 

the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so 

that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
18 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his 

sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 19 and after 

taking some food, he regained his strength.  

  For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20 and 

immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, 

“He is the Son of God.”]  

L   The word of God.   

C   Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING          Revelation 5:11-14 
11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the 

throne and the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads 

of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12 singing with full voice,  

 “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered 

 to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 

 and honor and glory and blessing!” 
13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing,  

 “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb 

 be blessing and honor and glory and might 

 forever and ever!” 
14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell 

down and worshiped. 

L   The word of God.   

C   Thanks be to God. 
 

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 



 
 

GOSPEL         John 21:1-19 

C     Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed 

himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed 

himself in this way. 2 Gathered there together were Simon Peter, 

Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of 

Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I 

am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They 

went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 

  4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did 

not know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, you have 

no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” 6 He said to them, 

“Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So 

they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there 

were so many fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It 

is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on 

some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8 But the 

other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they 

were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. 

 



  9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with 

fish on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that 

you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the 

net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though 

there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come 

and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, 

“Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and 

took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 
14 This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after 

he was raised from the dead. 

  15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 

“Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to 

him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed 

my lambs.” 16 A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do 

you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, 

“Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said 

to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, 

you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, 

“Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you 

used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But 

when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else 

will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to 

go.” 19 (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would 

glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.” 

P The Gospel of our Lord.   

C Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

SERMON         Pastor Beljean 

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 

 
 

HYMN            The Church of Christ     ELW 729 
 



 
 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

A Together we confess our faith, 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was 

conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the 

virgin Mary.   

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose 

again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and 

the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer 

for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

each petition concludes…  
 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

P  We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting 

that you are always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen 

Savior.    

 C Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

C And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 

In thanksgiving for God’s blessing, we respond in tithe and offering 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN ELW 884 

  
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A Together we pray, 



C Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace 

along with these gifts we bring.  Come among us again, 

breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, that 

we may live as your risen body in the world.  Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  (If there is a Pastor Presiding) 

P The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts.   

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 

 After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  (We always pray as Jesus taught) 

A Together we pray, 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 
 



DISTRIBUTION   
 

As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited.  If you 

are a guest and regularly commune at your church, you are 

welcome to commune here.  For those not communing, please 

keep your hands folded and you will receive a blessing.   

 

Both wine (red) and grape juice (white) are available at 

communion.  If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, notify the 

server.  If you are unable to come to the altar rail and would 

like to receive communion in your seat, please notify an usher.  
 

after all have communed 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace.    

C Amen. 

 

A Together we pray, 

C Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. 

Send us now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and 

proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world. 

Amen. 

 

P The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by 

the power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation.    

C Amen. 

 

HYMN           Alleluia! Sing        ELW 392 



 
 

DISMISSAL 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen.  

C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P Go in peace. Serve the Risen One!   

C Thanks be to God. 

Postlude  



Faith’s Weekly Announcements 
Welcome to all of you attending this morning! 

 
Welcome Pastor 

Pastor Bill Beljean will be leading us in worship through the 
month of May. After serving congregations in Pennsylvania and 
New York, Pastor Bill and his wife settled in Sarasota. These 
past few years he has served as an interim pastor for several 
congregations in this area. 

 
Can You Help? 

The passing of Sandy Cox has left an opening on the church 
council.  They would very much like to have someone to fill the 
position as we head into this transition time.  If you are willing to 
help by volunteering for the position, please see Jeff Kamm or 
call Barbra in the church office (941-697-3313).  This is an 
urgent need! 
 

May Ladies Luncheon 
The May Ladies Luncheon will be held at 11:30 am on 
Wednesday, May 14th, at Mango Bistro.  It is located at the corner 
of Mango and Dearborn Streets in Old Englewood.  They have 
an interesting menu that accommodates everyone, vegetarian, 
gluten-free or regular.  Do you enjoy lobster bisque?  You won’t 
find it anywhere better, and they have a whole menu of 
smoothies. We will order off the menu with separate 
checks.  There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex.  Deadline is 
Sunday, May 11th.    
 

Ushers, Take Note 
The May through October usher schedule is posted on the hall 
bulletin board in case you need to check. 
 

 



Food Pantry 
This week the food bank especially needs canned meats.  All 
donations should be placed in the bin in the narthex. 
 
WE PRAY FOR… 
Jim Porter   Kay Culver   Bob Baran 
Bud Cusack   Mike Mitchell   Jim & Lou Taylor 
 
Note: Some names were moved to the long-term prayer list in 
the newsletter. 
 
Attendance Last Week: 89 
  

THIS WEEK AT FAITH 
Every week day morning  6:30 am  AA meets  
Monday 8:00 pm  AA meets  
Tuesday 7:30 am  Work Crew 
 9:00 am  Lutheran Chicks  
Wednesday 3:00 pm  Bible Study 

 
Serving Today 

Altar Guild: Mary Lou Fitzgerald 
Lector/ Worship Assistant: Debby Porter 
Ushers: Harold & Linda Schultz 
 

Your Church Council  
Jeff Kamm (President), Larry Bennett (Vice President), Jeff 
Petersen (Secretary), Art Hanson (Treasurer), Gene Newlon, 
Jim Porter, Dave Woodliff and Sue Baran 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda 
551 Rotonda Boulevard West – Rotonda West, FL 33947 

(941) 697-3313 
 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 
Secretary: Barbra Davis            

Organist: Candace Montesi      Custodian: Cyndy Hoops 
 

Secretary Office Hours: 9:00 Am – Noon (M-F) 

 
Our Guiding Principle: GOD’S GRACE WINS…. 

As we WORSHIP Jesus as our Lord and Savior 

As we LOVE one another, welcoming everyone 
As we SERVE, inspired by the Holy Spirit 

As a deep FAITH is taught and caught 

As we make WITNESS and MISSION our life 


